The breast radiation injury litigation and the clinical oncologist.
A number of women with breast cancer believed they were suffering injury because radiotherapy had been given negligently. In March 1995, their solicitors were permitted by the High Court, to select 10 cases in order to further a group action. In the legal exchanges which followed, the principal issues put forward by the plaintiffs went through a number of modifications until finally, in December 1997, they were abandoned. Two cases came to trial and after a hearing of 21 days, the Judge found no negligence. Clinical oncologists should be aware of the course of the litigation and consider the lessons to be learned.